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Our Sporting
Successes!
CROSS COUNTRY
The early part of this academic year saw huge activity

and success in Cross Country Running for the school.

Impressive numbers of students took part in the

district qualifying races which took place at four

different locations against some tough local

competition including: Bishop Wordsworth’s, St

Edmund’s Girls, St. Joseph's, South Wilts Grammar,

Stonehenge and Wyvern College. 

We had some difficult and challenging weather

conditions for the races and the training sessions, but

our students were committed and impressive. Jo

Holden, Head of Faculty, was delighted with the

performances and said, “Students have shown real

commitment and determination throughout each of

the races as well as resilience to the weather

conditions, I am very proud of all of them.” Jo Holden

went on to say, “there has been lots of parental

support and encouragement at each of the races

and this is very much appreciated by both the staff

and students.” 

Trafalgar School students selected to represent

Salisbury and District at the County Championships,

as a result of top ten performances in all races are:

Mia Crane Year 7, Aidan McMullan Year 7, Sam Butt

Year 8, Bertie Pettit Year 8, Prue Holgate Year 10, Ryan

Galpin Year 11.

SKY SPORTS LIVING FOR SPORT PROJECT GROUP
Here at The Trafalgar School we recognise the value

of sport participation and that success in this area,

alongside academic achievement, leads to happy,

fulfilled teenagers and adults. We were delighted to

be able to offer 20 of our students the opportunity to

take part in the Sky Sports Living for Sport Project

group. Students were selected based upon their

commitment to PE at The Trafalgar School.

Six Keys to Success were identified in partnership

with the British Athletes Commission, to help young

people develop valuable life skills which will help them

inside and outside of school now, and into the future.

The six keys to success are:

1. Mental toughness

2. Hunger to achieve

3. People skills

4. Sports and life knowledge

5. Breaking barriers

6. Planning for success

The Project Group attended after-school sessions

with the PE Department to build their coaching

and leadership skills. They also assisted with a

Primary school Basketball event held on the 9th

December, which helped build their communication

and teamwork skills and provided them with

leadership experience. 

The Rewards Day visit from Paralympian Wheelchair

Rugby athlete, Aaron Phipps, was a culmination of

students’ after-school sessions and assistance at the

primary event and was an opportunity to experience

disability sports.



Homework!
Homework!

RUGBY NEWS
Rugby is going from strength to strength here at

Trafalgar. We have been working with Salisbury Rugby

Club to help develop skills and interest with our

students. It is particularly pleasing to see Girls’ rugby

growing at the School; we have a committed group

who turn up for training rain or shine. Indeed, we have

already had a County selection in the shape of Emma

Farmer, Year 9. Emma was selected to play for

Hampshire after only a few months of training and has

played for the County on four occasions so far. Well

done and good luck Emma! 

IN OTHER NEWS
Our Girls’ Under 16, won their first County Cup Match

against Matravers School, 7-0!! Next up, Home fixture

against Royal Wotton Bassett Academy! 

More Sporting Successes

Getting the right balance can be difficult! Is
it a question of  the appropriate amount, or
the right kind of  work that matters? In our
experience for every parent who wants

regularity, routine and rigour, there is another who wants
flexibility, choice and individuality.

Most would agree that some independent study builds
knowledge, consolidates what is done in the classroom and
provides students with an opportunity to demonstrate
what they know and to be creative. Homework can also
develop other key skills such as: time management,
organisation, and responsibility. Parents can use homework
as a chance to actively engage in their child’s education.

So we are all for homework – the right amount and the
right kind.

HOMEWORK AT THE TRAFALGAR SCHOOL
There will be two types of  homework which teachers set
for year groups 7-9. 

REGULAR HOMEWORK
Teachers will set Regular Homework in lessons. It will
tend to be the type of  task which reinforces learning from
the lesson and gives students a chance to practice or revisit
skills and/or knowledge, or possibly to extend their
learning or prepare for upcoming lessons.

This is homework, which we expect to be done, on time
and to a high standard by all students. 

TAKEAWAY HOMEWORK
Teachers will set Takeaway homework across a half
term period.

Takeaway homework gives teachers a chance to set more
extensive homework tasks with an emphasis on extending
learning, challenge and depth; fostering individual
responsibility – building the skills and behaviours necessary
to succeed at GCSE and beyond.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE

If  you have any questions regarding homework
and wish to speak further about them please contact
p.sutton@trafalgar.wilts.sch.uk. 

More Homework information can be found on
our website at www.trafalgarschool.com/parents/sims-
learning-gateway



iRIS – aiding outstanding teaching and learning

The school has an ongoing commitment to
Continuous Professional Development (CPD) as
we see outstanding teaching and learning as

fundamental to our students’ experience on a day-to-day
basis. We regularly observe, critique and evaluate our teaching
to see how we can engage students more and ultimately
increase attainment. Real improvement is driven by
providing opportunities for teachers to observe other
teachers and through reflective discussion. To support our
teachers we have invested in a product innovation called
iRIS which allows for discussion, review and feedback of
lessons without the need for other staff  to be present. 

iRIS is essentially a pair of  cameras, with supporting
software which will provide the tools and support needed
for teachers to engage in personalised, collaborative
professional learning.

Awesome Alumni

SIMONE FULFORD
The Trafalgar School at Downton 
(2008- 2013)

On Friday 8 May, 2015 former
student Simone Fulford graduated
from Norland College, having
studied for a BA (Hons) Degree in
Child Development and Learning. 

Simone is now working at a nursery
as an Early Years Professional. Her
future plans include working in
London and overseas as a nanny
before setting up her own nursery,
where she would like to create a
home-like environment for children
to thrive in.

We love to keep in contact and
‘report’ on our Alumni. Here we
catch up with Eddie Reynolds and
Simone Fulford.

EDDIE REYNOLDS
The Trafalgar School at Downton 
(2008- 2013)

During his time at The Trafalgar
School, Eddie Reynolds was
determined to be a stand-up
comedian but eventually decided to
follow his other great passion and is
currently reading Mathematics at
Reading University.

Eddie played a very active part
in life at The Trafalgar School. He
always loved Mathematics and Music
in particular and won the Upper
School House Music Festival in 2013
for Breamore House, on Piano.

While at our school, Eddie was
supported for his Dyspraxia, which
made organisation and self-study
particularly challenging. Despite these
significant challenges he attained
amazing grades in his GCSEs: A*
Mathematics; A Triple Science; Bs
Media, Music, English Literature,
Geography; C English Language. 

His parents wrote to the school
recently and explained, “Eddie was
the recipient of  extra support for
Dyspraxia throughout his time at
Trafalgar and it was this excellent
support that enabled Eddie to
organise himself  and allowed him to
reach his potential, whilst still bringing
a smile to people.”

Eddie then went on to Brockenhurst
College to study for his ‘A’ Levels
where he achieved: A Grades in
Mathematics, Further Mathematics
and Film Studies and B Grades in
Physics and Chemistry. 

‘The Trafalgar School at Downton
was a great place for me to go for my
secondary education. Not many other
places could help me develop into the
person I am now and help me cope with
my special needs, whilst also helping
me to succeed academically. Thank
you, Trafalgar.’

Eddie Reynolds, October, 2015.

iRIS has been in use within the school since the beginning
of  the Spring term. Teachers use it for reviewing their own
delivery of  lessons, questioning techniques and to access
student engagement. The school aims for all teachers to
use this amazing tool regularly and it will form an
important part of  our CPD process.

Phil Sutton, Assistant Headteacher said “We are lucky to
have teachers who are by nature self-critical and reflective.
We think iRIS will enable us to really focus in on specific
elements of  our lessons first hand and importantly, make
any changes necessary to teaching as effective as possible.”

We were delighted to receive funding for iRIS from the
Trafalgar School Association (TSA). Thank you to all the
volunteers, helpers and parents who attended or
supported the TSA’s fundraising events.



ANNABEL SOUTHORN

‘ Annabel had such a happy time at Trafalgar, I do not  
hesitate to recommend it to other parents.’Marion Ivey, Parent, July 2015

ELVIS MOORE

‘ I wanted to say what a wonderfully positive experience
The Trafalgar School has been so far. All the teachers 
that we have had contact with have been so 
complementary about Elvis. It’s been lovely for him to   
join an encouraging and supportive school.’Kate Moore, December 2015

JOSEPH FENWICK

‘ I can’t tell you how much Joseph has grown in 
confidence since he has been at Trafalgar and to get on 
stage last week and play in front of  all those parents
and students was truly amazing – something I know 
he would not have done, if  it weren’t for the support 
and encouragement the staff  have given him.’Susie Fenwick, December 2015

RYAN MURNANE

‘ I had lots of  help and support from the teachers and I especially value the 
extra time they spent after school helping me prepare for my GCSE exams.’Ryan Murnane, November 2015

‘ Ryan was friends with almost all of  his year group, who were all a great 
credit to the school.’Julie Murnane, November 2015

EDDIE REYNOLDS

‘ Thank you all for the wonderful education that you managed to bestow 
upon Eddie which helped him to be himself.’Sally and Richard Reynolds, November 2015



On October 15th, 2015, our school celebrated the success of  our outgoing Year
11 students. Amongst many outstanding individual achievements were Ellie
Littlecott with 5A*s 3As and 1B, Izzie Compton with 3A*s, 6As and 1B, Joe
Drake with 3A*s, 4As, 1B, 1C and Hector Berman with 8As, 2Bs and 1C. 
This year’s guest speaker, Chris Lubbe, awarded over thirty prizes to the successful
students. Mr Lubbe is a campaigner, activist and UNICEF Children’s champion.
He commented that, “In a world driven by statistics it is so encouraging to see
that, at The Trafalgar School, the focus is on developing the ‘whole child’.”
Mr Lubbe grew up during the apartheid system in South Africa, where he
became involved with the anti-apartheid movement and dedicated himself  at
an early age to the struggle for freedom for black people in his homeland. His
story includes themes such as: determination, courage, love and forgiveness. He
has worked with some of  the world’s most influential leaders including: Nelson
Mandela, Oliver Tambo, Desmond Tutu, and FW De Klerk. His work now
focuses on inspiring young people to make positive change in their own lives
and that of  their communities.
“It was fantastic to welcome back our 2015 leavers”, explained Stewart Roderick,
Headteacher, “and to hear that they are settling well into life beyond The Trafalgar
School so positively. Chris was an inspirational speaker at our celebration event.
He also ran workshops during the day for the rest of  the school and our wider
community. Role models like Chris Lubbe can inspire and shape young minds.
I know everyone who heard him speak will remember it for a long time.”

For fifty years students at The Trafalgar
School at Downton have been raising
money for charity and this year is no
different. The school’s annual charity
walk is one of its main fundraising
events and this year students have
raised a record breaking £9,401.19!
“Every student takes part in this
important school event,” Headteacher
Stewart Roderick explained, “it is an
opportunity for students and staff to
focus on charitable giving and it is
a very enriching experience for all
concerned.”

The charities that will benefit from the
schools’ efforts this year are: 

The Stars Appeal

Great Ormond Street Hospital

Welly Walk (a Downton Charity which
supports families of children with
cancer)

Teenage Cancer Trust

Brenda Goodman, Head of Radnor
House, said, “it is one of those fantastic
times where the school works together
as a community for the benefit of
others. It is a really awe-inspiring sight
to see everyone out enjoying the fresh
air and fundraising at the same time.”

Fundraising continues throughout the
year with non-uniform days and small
class or individual events.

Record Breaking Year Our Annual House Music Festival

Eighteen finalists performed at our most recent
House Music Festival, which took place on
November 19th, 2015. The event celebrates the

musical talents of  individuals as they compete for their
respective Houses at the school. As always there was a
diverse range of  musical genres on display from the
competing students including: Drums, Flute, Guitar,
Piano, Voice and Saxophone.  

The judge for the evening was Rebecca Arch. Rebecca has
worked at the Royal National Theatre and performed in the
West End at the Apollo Theatre and in many repertory
theatres, including Salisbury Playhouse. Rebecca is a music
teacher and director for local school choirs, and commented,
“As soon as the evening began and I heard the first
competitors, I realised that I had my work cut out! I decided

half  way through the competition that I would award
some Highly Commended grades to some performances
as well as awarding the two trophies, as choosing two
winners out of  18 entries was almost impossible.”

Felicity Minshall, Subject Leader of  Music, was delighted
with all the performances and said, “I spend a lot of  time
with these students and see them most days, however, I
was so impressed with their confidence and commitment
to their chosen pieces. Well done to everyone involved.”

The Lower School Winner was Noah Ferris (Voice) in
Year 7 Breamore and the Upper School Winner was
Lizzie Goodyear (Flute) in Year 11 Clarendon. Clarendon
House also triumphed and gained the House Music Trophy. 

Presentation Evening



Meet Our New Staff
Louise Goodwin – Teacher of Food Technology;
Art and Design (BA Hons) Bath School of Art & Design;
PGCE – UWE

Danny Young–Teacher of PE; Sport & Exercise Science
(1st Class Hons Degree) University of Winchester;
PGCE – Southampton University 

Helen Broe – Teacher of MFL; Spanish and Italian
(BA Hons) Leicester University

Alastair Barker – Subject Leader of CT; Computer
Science (BSc (2:1 Hons.) University of Wales; PGCE –
Exeter University

Emma Cole – Subject Leader of BVT; History
(BA Hons); PGCE specialist – History

Andrew Cleeter – Subject Leader of MFL; German
Studies (BA Hons) Warwick University

Joanne Alexander – Teacher of Science; Biological
Sciences

Question: Why did you decide on teaching?
LG: To give children an opportunity to learn how to
express themselves and I am very keen for students
to experiment in the kitchen themselves.

DY: I completed my Teacher Training year at the
Stonehenge School via the School’s Direct Route in
partnership with Southampton University last year.

HB: All teachers want to make a difference.  It’s
about not only motivating students to learn a
language, but teaching them how to learn one so they
can continue in the future.

AB: I woke up one morning and felt that I needed to
make a difference in the world.

EC: I love inquisitive young people! They are fun and
unique individuals.

AC: I wanted to work in primary schools, until I
discovered secondary school students would be even
more entertaining! 

JA: I always wanted to teach and love my subject.

Question: What are your impressions of The
Trafalgar School?

LG: Very friendly, enthusiastic staff and students.
DY: Very friendly and welcoming school as regards
both staff and students.

HB: The students have a healthy zest for competition
and define the values of the school.  It has been fun
to work in such a successful team.

AB: An exceptionally well led school full of supremely
professional staff that is pushing the school from
strength to strength. A school with a very achievable
ambition to be outstanding.

EC: Friendly, relaxed, positive environment, supportive.
AC: So much potential! There is a genuine desire to
foster creativity and give teachers space to do this.

JA: A wonderful setting in the countryside but near
to Salisbury.  

Question:What are your interests outside of school?

LG: I enjoy tennis, shooting and dog walking.
DY: I play football for Salisbury FC outside of work
and also enjoy going to the gym.

HB: I have lived in Spain and Italy and I love to travel.
I'm currently learning Portuguese. I play a variety of
team sports; I enjoy the social and fitness aspects. I
also enjoy socialising with my friends. 

AB: As a father of two toddlers there is little time for
much but I still write software professionally and am
always working on ideas. Currently my interest lies in
LiFi connectivity and creating an intelligent fridge.

EC: My family of two young children keeps me busy.
AC: Swimming, cycling - in 2014 I cycled from Lands
End to John O’Groats in two weeks. And climbed Ben
Nevis too! Walking (I did most of The Ridgeway last
summer. However, my big toe has not yet forgiven me).

JA: I recently relocated back to the UK from living and
working in France. My French experience was
wonderful and I now have a second language!



Please let us know what you think about our newsletter. If  you have any feedback about it, or have any questions about its content please
email us at newsletter@trafalgarschool.com. For general enquiries please contact School Reception on 01725 550300 or visit
www.trafalgarschool.com.

‘The atmosphere for the whole evening
was fun and celebratory but tinged
with real sadness to see such a
fantastic year group leaving us. 

It was great to see the warmth and
appreciation between staff  and
students, which underline the 
care and support which we 
prize so highly at Trafalgar.’

Rachael Faulkner

Our Prom

We regularly post photographs, announcements,
achievements and information about life at

Trafalgar on Facebook and Twitter. It’s a fantastic way to find
out what’s going on and may help you decide if you would
like to visit and become part of our school family. Do ‘like’
us now, we would love to connect!

Trafalgar School Association (TSA) Update

The School is deeply grateful to the TSA for all
their efforts and creative thinking that goes into
all the fundraising events undertaken by this

energetic group, every year. Over £9K was raised last
year alone. Funds raised are gifted to the school via an
application and grant process. Some of  the purchases
made using TSA generated money include: 

• History – Artefacts to support learning
• PE – Sports equipment and team kit
• IT – 30 Ardinos, Associated B Boards, to support 
programming

• Music – Purchasing a Piano
• Tricks – Reward Raffle Prizes
• Media – Camera and Lenses
• Technology – 3D Printer & Computer Aided Design 
Software & Belt Sander

The list goes on . . .

TAKE PART!
Many secondary schools do not have Parent Associations
and certainly not ones as active as the one at our school.
They are a hardy and committed bunch, whose fundraising
enhances the educational experience for our students, by
enabling the purchase of  the best equipment necessary to
support their education. The events the TSA organise are
varied and they attempt to raise funds outside the school
community as well as from parents. These events not only
raise vital funds but they also support our ethos by
enriching our family atmosphere and sense of  community.  

Successful Events include: Car parking provision for
the Cuckoo Fair, refreshment provision at a local
sheep dog trial, a fun Quiz Night, Concert in the Park
and most recently Easy Fundraising – details are
www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

“It’s actually fun helping with the Cuckoo Fair parking at the
school, its busy, rewarding and the time flies!! The free parking
you get as a volunteer is handy too!” Claire Finnie, Parent


