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Trafalgar third locally under Progress 8

Progress 8 was introduced for all schools in 2016
to measure and encourage schools to offer a
broad and balanced curriculum at Key Stage 4,
and importantly to indicate how schools were

managing the attainment of  all students. Previously
schools were measured by their students’ grades at GCSE.
The focus was on the percentage of  students attaining A*
to C in five subjects, including Mathematics and English.
This approach could result in, for example, some students’
attainment not being recognised and didn’t take account
of  the differing abilities and attainment of  students as they
entered secondary school. Progress 8 is designed to more
accurately reflect all student achievement regardless of
ability and to take account of  all progress made through
secondary schools across eight subject areas. 

Essentially, Progress 8 attempts to more accurately report on
all attainment for all students and provide a measure of  how
schools are improving attainment across all ability levels.

The first set of  results were announced in October 2016,
and, following a very strong set of  results from our out-
going Year 11 students in their 2016 GCSE results, we are
delighted to share that we are 3rd in the list of  local
schools (Salisbury area within 10 miles), with only two
grammar schools in front of  us! A truly pleasing picture
of  our school, its teaching and our students.

“The summer results show the strength in the focus the
school places on all students making excellent progress.
This is reflected in a great set of  GCSE results which show
students make strong progress and, come August and
results day, ending up with grades that are better than
their personal targets.  

This, to me, is the most important change to school
performance tables – the measure of  progress is a fairer
way to consider student success because it tells the story
of  the journey, not just the end result,” explained Jonny
Cole, Assistant Headteacher.

The school’s overall Progress 8 grade is +0.18. The
national average stands at 0.

Our A*-C (including English and Maths) was 61% an
impressive 7% increase on the previous year.

For more information go to:

www.trafalgarschool.com/parents/exam-results
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STRETCH AND
CHALLENGE

Our vision is that all of  our students will be
challenged academically whilst they are at The
Trafalgar School. We achieve this by ensuring

we have an engaging and inspiring curriculum, in
addition to a full and varied extra-curricular agenda for
students to participate in – both in and out of  lessons.

Good teaching requires staff  to differentiate their lessons
to ensure that all students have the opportunity to reach
their potential. 

This is achieved using a variety of  different techniques,
for example: through high quality questioning and
discussion, provision of  more in-depth studies for some
students and continually sharing best practice with other
teaching colleagues to develop strategies for stretching the
most able. We also regularly hold sessions as part of  our
continuing professional development programme.

Outside of  lessons there are many extra-curricular
activities to enrich the curriculum, both in academic
subjects as well as sport and performing arts. This allows
students with a particular flair or interest in a subject to
study it in more detail and with members of  other year
groups, for example taking part in the Science Fair, joining
the Debating Club, participating in the school musical
production or competing in the Maths Challenge.

We know how valuable it is for students to make informed
decisions about their post 16 education, so we aim to raise
students’ awareness and aspirations. In Term 2, we took
a group of  Year 11 students to a presentation on entry to
Oxford and Cambridge University and Year 10 students
have had the opportunity to attend the Arnold Barks
Lecture (Science). In Terms 5 and 6 we are planning visits
to Salisbury 6th Form for an A Level Science taster day
as well as an entering students for the Year 10 ‘Maths Feast
Competition’ at the UTC in Salisbury. 

We also have someone coming in to run a Mathematical
Modelling and Graphs Enrichment session in April with
our most able Mathematicians in Years 10 and 11. 

Meet the Teacher

The quality of teaching should be a focus for
every school, and here at The Trafalgar School
there is nothing we consider more important, in

addition of course, to the safety of our students. Our
newsletter provides a great opportunity to get to know
our teachers better, and this issue we meet a member
of the Science faculty.

Gilly Jackson, Subject Leader, Science &
Maths and Assistant Headteacher
Mrs Jackson studied Physics and Medical Physics at
Exeter University. She travelled abroad for a time, and
settled in Barcelona teaching English, where she
caught the teaching bug, and retuned to the UK to do
a PGCE at Bath University. Following a successful year
in Bath, Gilly went to St Edmund’s, Salisbury as a
student teacher to gain some teaching experience and
stayed for twenty-four years!! 

We are delighted Mrs Jackson chose to come to The
Trafalgar School, to which she brings a wealth of
teaching and operational experience. 

Mrs Jackson said, “I believe it is vitally important to
inspire students in STEM subjects, such as Science and
Mathematics, which have such a profound effect on
our everyday lives. Our students need to have an
understanding of issues such as renewable energy
sources and use of antibiotics as well as being inspired
to study Science and Maths post 16, before going on
to have successful careers in STEM related areas.”

Mrs Jackson lives in Salisbury and has two children. Her
daughter Hannah is in her third year at Nottingham
University studying Natural Sciences, and son Will is in
Year 12 at Bishop Wordsworth’s School in Salisbury.
Hobbies include walking (incredibly she has completed
five walking marathons to raise money for charity),
cooking, reading and travelling.

Gilly has special responsibility for Stretch and Challenge
across the whole school. We know this important area
is in safe hands.
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Rugby goes from
strength to strength
at Trafalgar
We have had a growing interest and focus on rugby at
The Trafalgar School over the last few years, which is
starting to pay off in terms of performance and
engagement from both girls and boys at the school.
This year we have partnered with the RFU’s All Schools’
Development Programme, which has seen the arrival
of new kits, coaching equipment and specialist
coaches linked to Salisbury Rugby Club.

In November, our Year 7s attended the Bishop
Wordsworth’s Sevens Tournament and the Triangular
Tournament with Wyvern College and St Joseph’s
Catholic School. The Year 8s and 9s showed dominance
against St Joseph’s with a 41-0 win. Year 10 and Year
11 have twice beaten St Joseph’s since October, playing
2 games of 15 a side, and now have their sights set on
the successful Bishop Wordsworth’s team! 

Girls’ rugby has taken a huge step forward this year
with over twenty girls regularly attending our Rugby
Club sessions. The Year 10 girls’ team had a close
fought and hugely competitive battle with The
Mountbatten School, Romsey in November; it was a
great game to watch and the girls showed real
strength and knowledge. They are also looking forward
to their up-coming games against Ringwood School
and The Grange School.

We have seen County success in girls' rugby with Daisy
Farmer (Year 8) in the County U14s team and invited
to trials for Saracens and both her and Emma Farmer
(Year 10) making it into the County 1st team. Megan
Streeter and Erin Durston-Hillyer are working hard in
the County Development Squad. Very well done to all
our Rugby stars!

FOOTBALL
Great start to the year for the girls’ football teams with
our Under 12s and Under 14s both winning in the first
round of the County Cup. Our under 12s beat
Highworth School, with a nail biting penalty save finish
from Bella Smith. Our Under 14s beat St Edmund’s
Girls school in a close fought 1-0 win.

Our Year 7 and 9 boys won their friendlies against
Wyvern College 6-3 and 4-1 respectively!

CROSS COUNTRY SUCCESS
We have had great success in this year’s Area Schools
Cross Country Competition, competing against:
Leehurst Swan, Avon Valley College, Stonehenge,
Bishop Wordsworth’s, South Wiltshire Grammar
School for Girls, St Edmund’s Girls School, Wyvern,
Godolphin and St Joseph’s. Nine Trafalgar students;
Jadey, Millie, Elena, Evan and Tom (Year 7), Olivia (Year
8), Sam and Bertie (Year 9) and Matt (Year 10) were
selected to represent Salisbury at the County
Championships in Chippenham and all performed well
in their respective races. Evan, Jadey, Olivia, Sam and
Bertie were then selected to represent Wiltshire at the
South West Championships in February at Truro School. 

Well done to all involved and good luck to those
progressing to the South West Championships and
hopefully to the English Schools’ Competition, later this
year. A fantastic team performance!



HONK!
This year’s whole school

performance was HONK! a
musical adaptation of  Hans Christian
Andersen’s, The Ugly Duckling.

HONK! tells the story of  an odd
looking duckling called Ugly. The
tale follows Ugly through close
encounters with various threats and
adventures, which ultimately leads
to a happy ending when he realises
that he is, in fact, a swan and lives
happily ever after!

The cast comprised of  students
across all years. Particularly pleasing
was seeing the Year 7s take an active
role as Froglets in this stunning
theatrical opportunity.

Preparation was intensive, with
many hours of  rehearsals all
wonderfully managed and overseen
by Felicity Minshall, Subject Leader
of  Music. It was a whole school
affair with Brenda Goodman who
stage managed and prompted,
Lizzie Guasch who supported by
making the beautiful costumes,
Anna Doran and Carole Ann
Carmichael who helped with make-
up, Katie Sargent who created the
set and props, Mrs Joanne Taylor
and her son Luke in Year 7 who ran
the lighting desk and many more
staff  helpers.  

A huge thanks must go the Trafalgar
School Association who provided
funding for the musical rights and
the all important bar! 

Thank you to everyone who
supported the performances.

Honk! In the community
The HONK! cast was delighted
to perform for their fellow
village students at Downton
Primary School on 1st December,
followed by a very special
performance for a group of
senior villagers, together with
tea and cake served by our
students in the Main Hall at The
Trafalgar School. 



Our School has seven Pillars, which underpin everything we do. They provide a framework which guides our
behaviour, supports our ethos and influences the interactions we have with each other. We value them
equally and aim to display their characteristics wherever possible. Our Pillars are;

The Trafalgar School Pillars

We have used our Pillars since 2010, when they were
first introduced after discussions with our whole school
community. Our students suggested the addition of
the Family Atmosphere Pillar, which emphasises the
special feeling people talk about while visiting The
Trafalgar School.

We embed and celebrate our Pillars through our
reward system. We have a specific Pillar achievement
award for someone who demonstrates and contributes
to the school ethos. At our Celebration Evening (for
Years 7-10) each House presents an award for the
person in Year 10 who has contributed significantly to
the school. We also reward the student in the outgoing
Year 11, at our Presentation Evening, who has
epitomised all that is good about a Trafalgar student
throughout their time at the school. 

The Pillars ensure that our school is cohesive and has
a common purpose which is easy to articulate and
supportive of our culture of high expectations.

You can find more information about our Pillars on the
website www.trafalgarschool.com/our-school/pillars

SMSC Provision
at our School

In addition to our Pillars, our School’s ethos is
supported by the Spiritual Moral Social and
Cultural Education (SMSC) provision which
encompasses the tutor programme and the Personal,

Social and Health Education (PSHE) curriculum, along
with a focus on developing strong British Values. 

Students follow a wide ranging tutor programme based
on the Resilience Framework (see www.boingboing.org.uk)
at Key Stage 3, which aims to give students the tools to be
self-sufficient and resilient in both their learning and their
lives. At Key Stage 4, students look in more detail at health
and wellbeing topics, such as: sexual health, managing
anxiety, transition to college/university and being citizens
of  the 21st century. 

We run a British Values week across all year groups where
the core values of  democracy, rule of  law, individual liberty,
mutual respect and tolerance of  different faiths and beliefs
are introduced and revisited. These are then supported
throughout the year with an assembly and tutor programme.

Individual subjects have also identified how the
curriculum supports the SMSC programme. In Art for
example, students discuss their beliefs, feelings and values
in response to different pieces of  artwork. In Geography
our teaching staff  aim to foster a curiosity for the natural
world, while in Mathematics students are encouraged to
work collaboratively to make sense of  the world.

This year for the first time we have two Year 11 SMSC
prefects whose job is to publicise the great work going on
across the school with SMSC education. 

SMSC is the glue, which binds the school together and
makes it such a great place for our committed staff  to
work and wonderful students to study.

www.trafalgarschool.com/our-school/british-values

Will, Year 9 commented,“We learn lots of  different topics
and life skills to help us as we encounter new challenges.”



Mr Godfrey – Our Very
Own Hero!

Jon Godfrey, Subject Leader of
Geography here at The Trafalgar
School has been named, Teacher of
the Year, at Spire FM’s Local Hero
Awards. The awards are designed to
give the local community, the chance
to show their appreciation for those
local people who wouldn't be
otherwise recognised. The winners
were announced at a gala event at
The Stones Hotel near Amesbury on
Friday 20th January 2017. Votes were
invited across a number of categories
and we are delighted that Mr Godfrey
was recognized for his teaching and
going that extra mile for our students.

“Winning the award came as a total
surprise – there are a lot of teachers
here at Trafalgar who deserve to be
nominated for the work they do. For
me teaching has always been partly
down to enthusiasm for Geography
and partly a drive and determination
to make the experience of education
more positive and successful for
young people; to help them
appreciate the importance of what
they are doing and how it might affect
them in the future. The nominations I
received showed me that perhaps

Pond Swimming
Rachel Eveling, Teacher of Science
and Head of Longford House, has
been swimming in a pond since
August 2016, at least twice a week
and its all for charity. Mrs Eveling is
raising money for the Family
Counselling Trust, a local charity
which underwrites the cost of
counselling for teenagers suffering
from mental health difficulties,
including: anxiety, depression, self-
harm and bereavement. 

Mrs Eveling has been keeping
a Facebook diary to record her
experience; see the link below, it’s
been quite a journey! On sunny days
the pond has been a beautiful place
with swooping swallows and
wonderful wildlife. On colder days it’s
been quite a challenge. Putting on a
wetsuit and getting into an icy lake
after work, sometimes in the dark has
been mentally and physically hard.
So, what’s the motivation?

We regularly post photographs,
announcements, achievements and
information about life at Trafalgar on
Facebook and Twitter. It’s a fantastic
way to find out what’s going on and
may help you decide if you would like
to visit and become part of our school
family. Do ‘like’ us now, 
we love to connect!   

I am managing to do this. A big thank
you must go to all those who
nominated me”. Jon Godfrey.

Quote from a voter: 

“Mr Godfrey is a fun and entertaining
teacher who always makes lessons
interesting and understandable. He
also goes out of his way to help
students learn and enjoy school. He
forms really good bonds with his
students, even new ones like me, in
Year 7. He also gives up his free
time to help children understand
at break and lunch and he also
runs the DofE for the older students
after school and at weekends. I think
he is a FANTASTIC teacher!" Daisy,
Year 7, Longford.

Mrs Eveling explains, “As a science
teacher and Pastoral Head with nearly
twenty three years' experience of
classroom teaching, I am fully aware
of the increase in mental health
problems among teenagers in Wiltshire,
and the UK in general. I sincerely hope
that by supporting cheaper counselling
for families and individuals, I can make
a difference and give young people
a chance of happiness in today's
complicated society”. There’s an
important message for our students
here at The Trafalgar School too. “I
want to show our students that it is
possible to achieve difficult goals
through determination and patience.
I hope to talk about this challenge
during Mental Health Awareness week
which runs from 8 – 14 May in 2017.”

Amount raised so far is a little over
£2500!!

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
rachel-eveling-3

www.facebook.com/Oceanroc/
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Speaking and Debating Club
Since October students from Key Stage 3 have been meeting
up on Friday lunch times to develop their public speaking and
debating skills. The meetings are relaxed and flexible and
designed to create an atmosphere where articulate students
can develop their skills in a supportive and stimulating
environment. The focus, for the selected, mixed year group
students, is on delivering speeches, debating and presenting
ideas in a fluid and confident manner to an audience.
Students have been encouraged to research important and
influential speeches and orators from the last century, and
share and discuss these with other group members when
they meet at the weekly gatherings.

Each session starts with a round of ‘Just a Minute’, the
popular BBC Radio 4 panel game, in which the contestants
are challenged to speak for one minute without hesitation,
deviation or repetition on any random subject described on a
set of cards. Then each session focuses on tasks designed to
improve a range of verbal and debating skills including:
delivery of speeches, group discussions, formal debating, and
student presentation techniques etc. 

Tom Pollard, Teacher of English, said, “I wanted students to
realise that reading and writing, although both essential life-
skills, are not the only weapon in their proverbial arsenal.
Often being erudite and eloquent can be a ticket to success
in our culture, and I wanted students to come together and

help form a group that would pave the way for other Trafalgar
students with a natural talent for public speaking to be given
the opportunity to flourish.”

Students are encouraged and empowered to take an active
role in running the Public Speaking and Debating Club
sessions and do so using Google Classroom to support their
objectives, share ideas and record important progress. 

The ultimate aim of the group is to hold an inter-house public
speaking competition, an exciting prospect!!

Harvey, Year 7: “A fun, friendly club that has a community
atmosphere where we learn something different.”

If you have not received an invitation but think this is
something you would like to get involved with, ask your
English teacher or Mr Pollard for more information.

TSD Students Raise
Thousands for Charity
Charitable giving is part of our
school’s DNA, and all our students
take part in some small, but often, big
way throughout the year! Each year,
our students, as part of their school
House, vote for a charity they want to
support. We invite representatives
from these charities to talk to the
students so that they can learn more
about what they do. Fundraising
continues across the whole academic
year but our Sponsored Walk, usually
in October, is our biggest fundraising
activity. The list of other fundraising
events is long and creative, including:
sponsored silences, beauty days and
car washing. 

This year’s supported charities are:

Breamore House – Ovacome, a charity
that supports research and awareness
of ovarian chancer.

Clarendon House – MacMillan Cancer
Care.

Longford House – CLEVAH, a charity
which raises money to pay for play
specialists and ward teachers to deliver
exciting and creative experiences for
chronically ill children who are in hospital.

Pembroke House – Naomi House and
Jacks Place.

Radnor House – Diabetes UK.

This year our Sponsored Walk raised
£10,519.97.



Barcelona!

I
n October 2016, just over fifty students, supported
by six staff, travelled to Barcelona, Spain as part
of  their modern foreign language studies. The
travellers had a long journey, by road and sea,
followed by a very full itinerary in the exciting city.

Andrew Cleeter, Subject Leader of  Modern Foreign
Languages (MFL), balanced the trip’s activities to ensure
that there was a good mix of  both structured activities and
down-time for the students, whilst making sure there was
plenty of  opportunity to practise their newly developing
Spanish skills. Most of  Barcelona’s highlights were
sampled including: Nou Camp Stadium (the official home
of  FC Barcelona), The Picasso Museum (which houses
over four thousand of  the painter’s earlier works), Sagrada
Familia, Gaudi’s masterpiece and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, the bustling heart of  the city – Las
Ramblas, as well as Gaudi’s beautiful Parc Guell.  

The students and staff  had a wonderful time, and want to
go back for more! Mr Cleeter commented, “The students
were incredibly well behaved throughout the trip and, very
importantly, had lots of  opportunity to practise their
Spanish in a truly beautiful and special place.”




