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Spotlight on . . . Literacy

Literacy is at the heart of  The Trafalgar School …
and it’s close to Tom Pollard’s heart too. He’s 
our Literacy Coordinator and he’s a man on      
a mission! 

Read on to find out how he’s spreading his love of  literacy
around the school to each and every person (it’s not just
students that are on his hit list, the staff  are also in his sights).

“Think literacy and most people think reading and
writing, so that’s been our starting point,” says Tom
Pollard. “We’ve taken some practical first steps. We’ve
reinvigorated our focus on literacy by running reading
competitions throughout the year for both staff  and
students and from September we’ll be running termly
reading competitions for Key Stage 3 students, with prizes
kindly supplied by the TSA. Anyone’s free to contact me
if  they’re stuck for ideas about suitable books!

We’ve made sure that all classrooms are literacy-friendly,
so we’ve got key connectives and important words on
display, alongside other visual aids, to help students
complete writing tasks to the best of  their ability. It’s not
just English lessons that require good written work, so we
encourage everyone to complete written work to their
‘gold standard’ across all subject areas. 

GCSE Success We are thrilled to be celebrating another excellent set of
GCSE results. Things were rather more complicated this
year, with the introduction of  the new 1-9 grading system
(where 9 is the highest level of  achievement) for
Mathematics and English and the challenges that
brought. However, our students and staff  have yet again
proved that hard work and commitment reap rewards. 
Despite the changed curriculum and lack of  past papers,
71 per cent of  our students achieved the Government’s
new ‘Basics’ measure for school performance and were
awarded grades 9 - 4 in English and Mathematics (80 per
cent achieved grades 9-4 in English and 79 per cent
achieved grades 9-4 in Mathematics).
Half  the cohort achieved at least one A* or A and a
number of  students achieved the new Grade 9 (reserved
for the top two to three per cent of  candidates). 
Some of  our students really stood out from the crowd and
huge congratulations must go to: 
Neve Durston-Hillyer - two grade 9s, six A*s and two As
Charles Fernando – one grade 9, seven A*s and  two As
Sophie Auras – one grade 9, five A*s and four As
Vincent Nolan – three A*s, six As and one B 
Maia Gyepi-Garbrah – two A*s, six As and two Bs.  
Verity Borras, Joshua Shearing, Katie Jarman, Zac
Anderson and Matthew Fergusson also deserve a special
mention for their outstanding results.
Headteacher Stewart Roderick said, “We are extremely
proud of  our students’ achievements which come as a
result of  their own hard work, as well as five years of
support and challenge from our teaching team. I must also
extend my thanks and congratulations to the parents,
carers and families who have supported our students
throughout their five years at The Trafalgar School. Best
of  luck to everyone for the next stage of  their education.
We look forward to hearing news of  your successes!”
Chair of  Governors, John McLaughlin, echoed these
thoughts, “This year we have seen hugely impressive
individual, subject and whole school achievements and we
could not be prouder of  both the students and the staff.”

We’ll also be publishing a new literacy brochure for
parents next year, explaining our literacy strategy, our
expectations and the support strategies we’ve developed,
plus heaps of  hints and tips. We hope that keeping
everyone informed will give our students an even greater
chance of  success.
I said our starting point was reading and writing and,
strictly speaking, that’s what literacy is, of  course. But it’s
our belief  that literacy is all-pervasive, impacting on every
subject and on every single communication we have. 
We want to help our students develop a life-long love of
reading. We want them to be able to write to the best of
their ability but we also want them to be able to express
themselves confidently, to be comfortable speaking in
public and to do so with the best possible vocabulary on
the tip of  their tongues. As such, next year subject teachers
will be asked to consider how to help their students write,
read and speak like specialists – we want to teach our
students ‘the language of  power’, in order to give them
the best possible chance of  future success.” 
We are well aware that we need to practise what we
preach and so all the staff  are working on improving their
skills too (you’ll see posters around the school about books
they’re currently reading). Nobody can escape Tom
Pollard’s beady eye!
Check Tom Pollard’s latest book recommendations via
Twitter and Facebook. We’ll be posting regular updates
from him.



Awesome Alumni –
Rosie Barnett

Introducing Rosie
Rosie was at The Trafalgar School from 2006-2011. She left
us having gained six A* and three A grades in her GCSEs,
moving to Barton Peveril Sixth Form College in Eastleigh to
study for A Levels in Biology (A*), Maths (A) and Physics
(B). Next came university and we’re thrilled to report that
Rosie recently received the news that she has been awarded
a First Class Honours degree in Biomedical Science from
King’s College, London. She graduated on 24 July. Quite an
academic record, we think you’ll agree!

Looking Ahead
Never one to be idle for long, Rosie plans to make the most
of a hard-earned year off. She is undertaking a research
fellowship at Guy’s Hospital in London focusing on
statistical analysis and epidemiology (of which she’s loving
every minute) and then hopes to spend some time working

and travelling before going back to university to study for a
Masters or a PhD. Meanwhile, she’s also applied for several
research positions, having developed a particular interest in
mental health, neuropsychology and central nervous
system disorders

In Rosie’s Words
Rosie recently wrote to Dr Clare Harran, one of our long-
standing and highly experienced science teachers. 

“I was in your tutor group over five years ago (eek, how time
flies) and just wanted to say a huge thank you once again!
I am currently finishing a degree in Biomedical Science at
King's (my final exam was last Friday) and have even been
chosen for the King's Undergraduate Research Fellowship
this summer - yet had it not been for your guidance at
school, I doubt I would have ever even chosen to take
Biology at college. 

Being at university and talking to a lot of other students has
only reinforced my recognition of how incredibly lucky we
were at Downton to have teachers who truly cared about
each and every student. It seems that the student-teacher
dynamic there was something really special and not often
seen within other teaching institutions. I always think of you
on results day and feel so grateful that I went to Trafalgar.

I honestly cannot imagine what my life would be like if I had
given up science after school. Even my friends take the
mickey out of me for being so ridiculously excitable when
we're discussing module content or recent research.
I have developed an interest in neuroscience and
neuroendocrinology in particular and will likely be applying
for a Neuroscience Masters next year, although one of my
lecturers is currently encouraging me to dive straight into a
PhD instead.” 

Say it Proud
Everyone at Trafalgar is so proud of Rosie’s achievements,
not least Clare Harran!

“It’s wonderful to hear from past students, whatever they’ve
gone on to do,” she says. “Rosie’s story is particularly
pleasing though because she’s so enthusiastic about her
studies and is clearly loving the path she’s chosen to pursue. 

We all wish Rosie the very best of luck with her future
career and we are looking forward to hearing her next
exciting instalment.”

Trafalgar’s Fantastic Four
Inevitably we all feel sad to say goodbye to our Year 11students but one of the really enjoyable parts of the
school year is appointing our new senior prefects. We

always have a strong field from which to choose but this
year we’ve been luckier than ever! 

We invite our Year 10 students to put themselves forward
to be considered as prefects. Following written applications
and one-to-one interviews, the short-listed candidates go
through to a series of hustings assemblies, before the
whole school votes. 

Our four new senior prefects, taking up their posts in
September, are: Harry Rosa, Head Boy; Jess Fry, Head Girl;
Lauren Gulliver, Deputy Head Girl; and Seb Butler, Deputy
Head Boy.

For those who don’t already know them, here are a few
quick highlights. 

Harry wanted to become a prefect so that he could spread
his positive influence around the school more effectively.
A keen sportsman, Harry enjoys diving and running in his
free time and he pinpoints Trafalgar’s PE department and
sports facilities, as well as the school’s family atmosphere,
as his personal highlights. Asked what his advice would
be for students just joining the school, he says “… don’t
worry about anything … just be yourself.”

Show jumping enthusiast, Jess, joins the senior prefect
team wanting to boost the impact of the Student Voice,
the mechanism through which students can discuss and
influence school policy. She, along with her peers, will be
working with Rachael Faulkner, our Deputy Headteacher,
to remodel Student Voice systems and the School
Council. Jess has a sister in Year 9 and says she enjoys the
friendly atmosphere at Trafalgar, as well as the never-
ending enthusiasm of the staff. Her favourite subjects are
Art, Media, Biology and English and her top tips for
newcomers to the school are: “Make loads of new friends
but don’t forget your old ones. Respect the older years.”

Lauren, plays netball in and out of school and so,
unsurprisingly, says PE is her subject of choice. Her friends
would describe her as cheerful, kind and caring, with a
good sense of humour. Like her peers, Lauren enjoys the
family feeling at Trafalgar and also talks favourably of the
range of opportunities that students are given. She
advises the new Year 7s to “have a good attitude towards
learning. Be confident. Make new friends.”

Last, but definitely not least, is Seb. He’s partial to a video
game or two but he’s also a big fan of tennis and says PE
and Resistant Materials are his favourite lessons. Aiming
to have a positive impact on the school in his year as a
senior prefect, Seb has strong relationships with the staff
team and wants to help other students develop the same
links. He’s perfect for the role, thanks to his upbeat nature
and his strong sense of humour. 

We wish Harry, Jess, Lauren and Seb the very best of luck
in their new roles. 

If you don’t already know them, come to a school event
in the coming weeks and months and you’re sure to
meet them!

Rosie Barnett (Right)



Paris in 
Springtime

The end of May saw 37 students from Years 8, 9 and 10 leave Downton for Paris. They
were guided by Modern Foreign Languages Subject Leader, Andrew Cleeter, and joined
by three other members of staff, Clare Harran, Lorna Gardner and Holly Wake. 

The packed itinerary spanned many of the cultural highlights of France’s stunning
capital city, including Notre Dame, L’Arc de Triomphe and Versailles, as well as
the Louvre and D’Orsay museums. 

“The trip was a great success, enjoyed by everyone – for some it was their first
visit and they simply enjoyed being in such a breathtakingly beautiful city, whilst
for others every moment was an opportunity to learn,” reported Andrew Cleeter. 
“It wouldn’t have been the same without the amusing and informative commen-
taries delivered by our driver, Robert, who told us the real reason why parts of the
Seine are green. Ask someone who was on the trip if you want to know more!  
Last but not least, heartfelt thanks to the staff who attended for giving up their
free time and to Rachel Reeves for her outstanding organisational skills.” 

Technology Students
Tackle Survival Kits
Celebrating their creativity and production skills, all the
Year 9 Design and Technology students gathered for a
Design Show in the last week of  the summer term. 
Back in March, they were tasked with working in groups
to design and manufacture an innovative range of
products suitable to be included in the disaster and
survival kits, that are air-dropped to affected areas.
The project saw Food Technology students plan and make
meals and snacks to be included in the air-drop container;
Resistant Materials students created a scale model of  a
container (and a survival tool to go in it); and learners
from Textiles were asked to create a survival blanket and
an air-drop system.
The students worked together with real creativity and
great cooperation throughout the project. The six teams
of  finalists came together on Monday 17th July to see
each other’s finished ideas, present their work and find
out which team had won the challenge.
Our judges – Howard Matthews, a volunteer from the
charity ShelterBox, and parent governor David Hollands –
had the challenging task of  choosing the winning team.

Samby Anderson, Cameron Bailie, Joseph Fenwick and
Luke Passmore were singled out as the winners, with the
judges particularly impressed by the quality of  their
presentations and their creativity, as well as the way they
so effectively communicated their ideas. 
Runners up Phoebe Abbott, Lily Mills and Grace
Thompson were also praised by the judges for their
communication skills and their understanding of  the task.
Thank you to all of  the Year 9 students who participated
in this year’s event and congratulations to the finalists and
overall winners.
Thank you also to Year 10 students Jess Hollick, Ebony
Light and Isobelle Long who cooked and prepared snacks
for our visiting judges on the day.
For more information about the amazing work ShelterBox
do, please check out their website www.shelterbox.org. 



Works of Art

At the core of  the Art and
 Design Department is 
 the desire to give

students the best opportunity to be
creatively inspired, to produce
great works of  art … and to enjoy
themselves in the process. We
encourage them to experiment
and work in different media,
building confidence in their
abilities as they go. 

The talent and creativity
engendered by that approach is
clear to see in the work produced
by this year’s GCSE students.
Keep your eyes peeled because
some of  these amazing pieces will
be on display in our very own art
gallery in the reception area in
September. We hope you’ll be as
impressed as we are when you see
them ‘in the flesh’! 

Lynne Sykes, Subject Leader, says:
“I continue to be impressed by the
standard of  the GCSE final pieces
produced by Year 11. The variety
of  subject matter ranges from
natural forms such as insects birds,
flowers and fruit to self-identity
and surrealism and, without
exception, each student has
worked to the best of  their ability
and done themselves proud.”

Els Phelp

Charles Fernando

Verity Borras

Maia G-B

Bailey Foot

Jack Baker

Sophie Auras Charlie Ellis

Jess Wise
Ethan Richardson

Elisha Fletcher



Joining The Trafalgar School
Thriving Times and Trouble-Free Transitions
Word seems to be spreading about the good things
that are happening here at Trafalgar and our student
numbers are growing. 

We’ve had 33 new students join us from other schools,
both local and further afield, across all age groups this
academic year and Years 8, 9 and 10 are now
over-subscribed for September 2017 which means
we’re operating a waiting list. 

Our Year 7 numbers are really strong too. We have 146
children joining us from 32 different primary schools
in September 2017 and we’ve been busy attracting
joiners from far and wide. We’ve delivered ‘master
classes’ to 209 Year 5 learners from schools in our local
area and to 180 children from non-feeder schools.
Headteacher, Stewart Roderick, has shown 29 Year 5
students and their families around the school since
Easter alone. 

We work hard to make the transition process from
primary to secondary school as straightforward as
possible for our Year 7 joiners and each year we ask for
their feedback in order to find ways we can improve
the process still further. It also gives us a great insight
into what our learners like about school! 

Here’s what one of last year’s intake, Ben Tomlinson –
who joined us from Greentrees Primary School in
Salisbury – has to say.

Q. Were you nervous about moving to secondary 
school?

A. A little bit. I thought the lessons would be hard.

Q. What made you feel less nervous about moving 
to Trafalgar?

A. I felt Mrs Ford’s visit to my primary school helped a 
lot and so did the induction day. 

The last weekend of June saw four teams of students walk
more than 25 miles to complete the final assessed
element of their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards. 

Starting from either Devizes or Great Bedwyn, the teams navigated
their way along their pre-planned routes to the mid-point, Pewsey,
where they camped out overnight. The following morning they pulled
their boots back on and set off to reach the other end of the course.

Jon Godfrey, DofE Award Manager, who accompanied them on the
trip, said: “All four teams were brilliant: there were sore feet and tired
eyes but the standard of navigation was superb and the training
they have received over the past 12 months clearly paid off.

Seeing them along the route, applying practical skills and dealing
with whatever nature threw at them was really impressive,
especially bearing in mind the variety of weather they
experienced along the way!”

The groups later presented their findings from the expedition to
the assessors, who were delighted to be able to pass all the
students involved.

Participation in the Duke of Edinburgh Award continues to
go from strength to strength here at Trafalgar, with a record
48 students signed up to take part next year. We wouldn’t be
able to run the scheme without the help of so many
adults, who all give up their time so generously to run training
sessions and supervise expeditions, so an enormous thank you
to all concerned.

In addition to taking part in an expedition, the Bronze Award
requires participants (who must be over the age of 14) to
volunteer for at least three months and to learn or refine a
physical activity and a skill for a minimum of three months. 

Devizes to Great
Bedwyn for Duke
of Edinburgh 

Q. What has surprised you most about secondary 
school?

A. The teachers are really nice!

Q. What has been the best bit about Year 7?
A. The trips!

Q. What are your favourite lessons and why?
A. Science, because I feel I’ve learnt a lot. Also PE 

because it’s great fun and Resistant Materials 
because I’ve enjoyed learning to use the tools 
independently. 

Q. Who is your favourite member of staff and why?
A.Mrs Jackson [Assistant Headteacher] because she’s 
really funny but she makes sure we get all our work 
done as well. 



IF
a true person
By Edward Glover
Year 7 Pembroke

If you can earn a fortune and
most definitely share,

If you still can appreciate the
gorgeous world and mighty air,

If you can keep your emotions
and not cover up,

If you can protect your soul like
a trophy or cup,

If you can love all friends and
family all loving,

If you can forgive ones that
apologise, the key to trusting,

If you can be friendly but still
have your moments,

Respect is all . . . 

Edward is now in Year 8

The annual Prom Night for our outgoing
Year 11 students took place on Friday 30th
June at Hamptworth Golf  Club. 
It was a spectacular evening, which included
a buffet supper, a disco and was rounded
off  by a stunning firework display. Party-goers
travelled to the Prom in a whole variety of
ways, ranging from a Ferrari to a horse.
“It was the perfect finale and we were so
pleased to see everyone come together and
celebrate the end of  GCSEs,” says Rachael
Faulkner, Deputy Headteacher. “This group
of  Year 11 students have been exceptional
– always entertaining but also a really
cohesive group who have both worked hard
and played hard. Throw in a little bit
of  kookiness and they’ve been a great
combination. We will really miss them.”
Prom Queen this year was Kitty Benson
and our Prom King was Elvis Moore.

Prom Night

Year 7 Share IT Skills
with Senior Citizens
Some of  our Year 7 students have been working with local
senior citizens, helping them with IT issues. It’s a new
initiative for Trafalgar and it’s been a huge success,
bringing satisfaction to both young and old alike. 
The Wednesday evening sessions saw us welcoming
around eight people, aged 65 and over, each week. Some
of  our visitors had never used a computer before, others
wanted help developing their Office skills or were just
interested in learning how they could keep in touch with
friends and family via Facebook and other social media
sites. Some wanted to be able to research topics like
gardening, cooking and history on the web.  
“Our aim was to provide immediate assistance with
specific IT problems and help our guests become
confident enough to access ‘Wiltshire Online’ – a series of
step by step guides – and unleash their digital talent,” says
Alastair Barker, Subject Leader of  CT. 
“The students guided their learners with a great deal of
expertise and even learnt a new trick or two in the process!
A big shout out to our Year 7 students for taking part and
sharing their skills.”
Marta, originally from Brazil, who participated in the
project wrote in to say: “Thank you so much for the help
you gave me with the computer. When we are older [it]
takes time to get confidence on how to use the computer …
and then one forgets what we learned!”
We received a wonderful letter from Bev Cornish at Downton
Parish Council commending “the very positive contribution
made by The Trafalgar School … [and] the respectful
approach which the young people took towards the older
visitors, as well as the patience and support they gave”.
Thank you to Connor Andrews, Sam Freeman, Thomas
Ginger, Daisy Graham, Ruby Gyepi-Garbrah, Zak Read,
Leon Reynolds, Julia Smales, Bella Stafford, Jade Summerill,
Ethan Thomas, Theo Waddingham and Daisy Whitburn.



Sports Round Up A Hot, Hot, Hot
Sports Day –
Friday 7th July

It’s been a busy and successful term

for the PE Department!

Students have excelled across the

year groups and in a whole array of

disciplines, both in school sports and

those they pursue in their free time. 

PE is a central part of school life here

at Trafalgar and whilst we recognise

that it provides a welcome break from

the academics, it’s also really

important for the general health and

well-being of our students and an

important subject in its own right –

witness the success of our GCSE PE

students in recent years. 

Offering a broad selection of sports

gives everyone the chance to find an

activity they enjoy - and hopefully can

continue enjoying long after they’ve

left school.

Here’s a round-up of recent sporting

events. It’s by no means the full

picture (we’d need a dedicated PE

newsletter for that) but we hope it

gives you a good snap shot of what’s

been happening.

ROUNDERS
In June Trafalgar hosted an inter-

school rounders tournament for Years

7, 8, 9 and 10, which saw us take on

teams from St Edmunds, South Wilts

Grammar School, Godolphin and

Sarum Academy. The girls played a

strong game across the board but

our Year 9 team excelled - winning

their matches and also qualifying for

the Wiltshire and Swindon School

Games at Marlborough College on

5th July. They performed outstandingly,

beating Wiltshire schools Hardenhuish,

Wellington and Kingdown to make

the final. The high scoring end game

saw the Trafalgar girls take on a South

Wilts Grammar School Year 10 team, in

which we were pipped to the top spot

by a 131/2 to 81/2 win for South Wilts.

TENNIS

Our Year 8 boys tennis team also

qualified for the School Games Final.

Well done to Sam Reynolds, Merlin

Mulberry, Cam Frier and Matt Edwards.

ATHLETICS
Now an annual fixture in our athletics

diary, the Area Athletics held at

Salisbury Athletics Track on Thursday

4th May was, once again, a huge

success. No less than ten Trafalgar

students qualified to represent

Salisbury at the County Finals in

Swindon and Tidworth – an

impressive achievement. Well done to

Sam Butt, Bertie Pettit, Oliver Reeves,

Evan Osborne, Seth Moody, Seb

Osmond, Harry Rosa, Jadey Griscti,

Olivia Roderick and Jacob Norcliffe.

Jacob also qualified to represent

Wiltshire in the South West Athletics

Championships in Exeter on Saturday

17th June, where he came 4th in the

200m, achieving a new personal best

of 23.02 seconds. 

CRICKET
Our after-school cricket club for Years

7 and 8 is going from strength to

strength. The students tackled teams

from Stonehenge and St Joseph’s

Catholic School and were also lucky

enough to play at Redlynch and Hale

Cricket Club. 

With bright blue skies, records

smashed left, right and centre and

fantastic performances from all our

students, this was without doubt our

best Sports Day ever! The school

Pillars of Ambition, Resilience, Pride,

Family Atmosphere, Mutual Respect,

Creativity and Community were all

evident in spades as students

cheered along their House mates and

friends. A great effort all round. 

Sports Day Records Smashed
in 2017:

GIRLS RECORDS

Year 7 – 1200m Jazzy Griscti 4m 27

seconds.

Year 8 – 200m Olivia Roderick 28.02

seconds, 1500m Olivia Roderick 5m

24.28, long jump Ellie Galpin 4m 48.

Year 9 – 100m Abi Andrews 12.92

seconds, 80m hurdles 12.24 seconds.

BOYS RECORDS

Year 7 – 100m Dylan Beauchamp

13.40 seconds, 1200m Evan Osborne

4m 25.

Year 8 – Long jump Harry Mills 4m 84.

Year 9 – 800m Sam Butt 2m 15.57.

We are so proud of you all - well done!

We regularly post photographs,
announcements, achievements and
information about life at Trafalgar on
Facebook and Twitter. It’s a fantastic
way to find out what’s going on and
may help you decide if you would like
to visit and become part of our school
family. Do ‘like’ us now, 
we love to connect!   


